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SITUATION IN NUMBERS 
 

Highlights 
 

 UNICEF and partners continue to support over 140,462 South Sudanese 

refugees of which 87 per cent are women and children in the districts of 

Arua, Adjumani and Kiryandongo. 

 UNICEF working with the Government of Uganda carried out an integrated 

nutrition screening through expanded programme on immunization 

outreach points and enrolled 2,254 children in refugee settlements into 

therapeutic feeding programs.  

 UNICEF and partners have supported 46,000 refugee and host community 

women, men and children with clean water for households needs.  

 A total of 2,195 separated children have been registered and provided 

foster or alternative care services using a Rapid Family Tracing and Re-

unification (RAPID FTR) tool. 

 UNICEF is supporting Government of Uganda to respond to a Typhoid fever 

outbreak in Kampala with over 100 cases. 

 

 

 

Date:  February 20, 2015 
 

Refugees & Asylum Seekers 
 

274,582  
# of children affected 
(UNHCR Jan 2015)  
 

367,518  
# of women and children affected 
(UNHCR Jan 2015) 
 

422,435 
# of refugees and asylum seekers affected 
(UNHCR Jan 2015) 
 
 

UNICEF Appeal 2015 

US$ 36million  
 

The appeal is to address critical needs for 
refugees from South Sudan and DRC, chronic 
vulnerability in Karamoja and other natural 
disasters. 
 
 

 

    UNICEF’s Response with partners to South Sudan Refugee Influx 
 Target 

2015 
Results 
as of 
2015 

Cumulative 
results(#) since 
December 15, 
2013 

Water, sanitation and hygiene promotion (WASH) Indicator 
Number of children and women that have access to at least 7.5 liters of clean water per person 
per day. 
 

67,200 5,000 11,000 

Education Indicator 
Number of school-aged children that have access to emergency education and early childhood 
development services. 
 

108,000 6,240 57,240 

Nutrition and Health Indicator 
Number of children under 5 years treated for malnutrition. 
 

19,445 503 13,703 

Child Protection Indicator 
Number of affected refugee and host community children provided with psycho-social 
support. 
 

29,000 3,108 25,808 
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Situation Overview & Humanitarian Needs  
 

The situation in South Sudan remains tense with reported high military presence, shelling and military build ups in some 
areas which has led to communities 
fleeing to other countries for refuge.  
According to Relief Web, on 30 
January 2015, security partners 
reported on-going armed fighting in 
Buoth, Wankai and Winchok areas. 
In the Democratic Republic of the 
Congo (DRC), the security situation 
is once again uncertain in and 
around the Kamango area and it is 
expected that Congolese refugees 
will continue to arrive in Uganda in 
2015 after possible military force 
against Democratic Forces for the 
Liberation of Rwanda (FDLR) is 
initiated. In addition to support to 
existing Congolese refugees, 
UNICEF is collaborating in national 
preparedness plans to contribute 
to the assessment and addressing of 
needs for new Congolese asylum 
seekers and refugees. The 
Government of Uganda continues 
to provide support to existing and 
new South Sudanese inflows and 
average monthly rate of arrival is 
estimated at 10,800 persons.  
UNICEF Uganda country office 
needs analysis in Northern Uganda 
show WASH indicators within the 
settlements just barely meeting 
minimum SPHERE standards. Safe 
water coverage and access to 
latrines are still at an average of 14 
litres per person per day (l/p/d) and 
a ratio of 1 latrine: 30 persons, below 
the targeted of 7.5 l/p/d and 1 latrine 
per household respectively. The 
food and nutrition security 
assessment (FNSA) among South Sudanese Refugees by UNICEF, WFP and UNHCR (Nov 2014) showed a significant 
improvement in the nutrition situation from global acute malnutrition (GAM) of 19.6 per cent in March 2014 (at baseline) 
to 6.1 per cent.  Severe Acute Malnutrition (SAM) improved from 4.1 per cent to 1.5 per cent which is below the 
emergency threshold. UNICEF has identified critical infrastructure and supply needs in key health centers affected by 
the refugee influx. The school enrollment is 6,603 children (3,242 girls and 3,361 boys) with needs to improve the service 
given the increased demand for education. Basic supplies for primary education are also urgently required to uphold 
children’s right to education, especially among the large displaced population.  
 
Typhoid Fever Outbreak: According to a Uganda Ministry of Health (MOH)’s National Task Force (NTF) situation report, 
101 probable and confirmed cases of Typhoid fever are currently line-listed in Kampala. A total of 11 cumulative deaths 
have been reported as at the 20th of February. Clustering of cases suggests that they are resident in all divisions of 
Kampala except Nakawa and some are resident in Mukono and Wakiso districts. Several teams have been constituted 
with MOH and Kampala Capital City Authority (KCCA) to manage the outbreak through outbreak investigation and 
control, surveillance and social mobilisation.  
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Estimated Affected Population 
(Estimates calculated based on initial figures from UNHCR, January 2015)  

 

Start of humanitarian response to south Sudanese refugees: December 15, 2013  
 

 Total Male Female 

Total Affected Population 
 

422,435 198,544 223,891 

Children Affected (Under 18) 
 

283,031 144,346 138,685 

Children Under Five 
 

84,487 43,088 41,399 

Pregnant women 
 

21,967 - 21,967 

Ethnicity of refugees as of 2015: Dinka 51.9%, Madi 20.5%, Nuer 9.9%, Others 6.9% 
 

 

Humanitarian leadership and coordination  
 

Office of the Prime Minister and UNHCR are the lead coordinators in this response. The UN Country Team meets to 
allocate complementary functions in responding to the range of needs posed by the influx of refugees into Uganda. 
UNHCR sector coordinators support the efforts led by the Office of the Prime Minister (OPM).  UNICEF is providing 
technical leadership in WASH, nutrition and education and supporting harmonisation of approaches and response. The 
Government of Uganda’s refugee policy pivots around integration into Ugandan community development which makes 
UNICEF’s model of engaging directly with district governments is highly relevant. UNICEF’s strategic satellite office in 
Adjumani within geographical vicinity to the affected population is functional and technical specialists participate in 
coordination. In response to recent developments in the region, UNHCR is co-ordinating an inter-agency appeal for 
refugees for DRC and South Sudanese with UNICEF contribution. 
 

Humanitarian Strategy  
 

The UNICEF humanitarian support to refugees from South Sudan is based on inter-agency response planning. This 
government-led process, has established a range of humanitarian priorities that affect both refugees and host 
communities in Adjumani, Arua, Kiryandongo and Koboko, and proposes a coordinated response to those challenges. 
Uganda Government allocates land to refugees with the aim of integrating them into local communities and service 
provision provided by the district government.   This practice has significant resource implications compared to a policy 
based on encampment. Due to the increasing numbers of new arrivals, Maaji settlement was recently reopened in 
addition to other existing settlements. UNICEF works with the district to provide adapted social services reaching both 
refugees and host communities.  The key programme priorities for UNICEF are: disease outbreak prevention, including 
mass vaccinations and support to districts to increase routine vaccination services; WASH support to provide clean water 
and prevent disease outbreak-innovative use of Effective Microorganisms (EMO); scaling up integrated nutrition support 
and response through the training of nutritionists and the supply of therapeutic foods; protection as well as provision of 
psychosocial support for children—including separated children identified through rapid FTR; and education and early 
childhood learning services for refugee and host community children.   
 

Summary Analysis of Programme response  
 

Health and Nutrition: UNICEF is currently working with the MOH National Task Force (NTF) to assess the adequacy of 
the social mobilisation response to a Typhoid fever outbreak in Kampala. With respect to refugees and host 
communities, UNICEF is mentoring health workers on management of acute malnutrition and other health conditions. 
In addition, integrated nutrition screening and mass polio campaign is implemented during EPI outreach and training of 
village health teams (VHTs) in integrated community case management. CONCERN Worldwide in partnership with 
UNICEF have supported the establishment of nutrition programs in the four refugee host districts where there were none. 
The FNSA shows that there is need to focus more on improving complementary feeding and preventing anaemia.  
Therapeutic supplies and equipment have been distributed to all the affected districts. Further training is being planned 
for another 2,202 VHTs in integrated community case management (iCCM). The ultimate goal of training VHTs in iCCM 
especially those selected from refugees is to effectively respond to disease outbreaks through community based disease 
surveillance, referral and provision of timely medical care. This will enable children under five years to receive 
recommended treatment of malaria, pneumonia and diarrhea within 24 hours of onset of illness. The strategy is 
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envisaged to lead to reduction in morbidity and mortality within the refugee settlements and help to identify local coping 
mechanisms. In response to health facility equipment and supply needs, UNICEF has ordered items that include inter-
agency emergency health kits (IEHK), Tricycle e-ranger Ambulances to enable referrals and tents.    
 

WASH: To date, 64 boreholes have been drilled and 28 boreholes rehabilitated and are serving approximately 46,000 
refugees. Construction of 12 solar powered motorised systems is ongoing targeting high population within the refugee 
settlements and scheduled for completion by April 2015.  These are expected to serve at least 36,000 people.  Borehole 
spare parts have been stockpiled in Kiryandongo, Arua and Adjumani to facilitate quick response to any possible 
maintenance issues that could arise with newly drilled and rehabilitated boreholes. Water quality monitoring and 
surveillance is being carried out at water points and household level, together with the implementing partners (Danish 
Refugee Council, Lutheran World Federation (LWF) and District Water Officers, thus ensuring the provision of safe water. 
A partnership with Danish Refugee Council and Lutheran World Federation has supported the construction of more than 
9,000 latrines at the household level serving more than 45,000 refugees covering Adjumani, Arua and Kiryandongo 
settlements. Construction of 51 blocks of communal bath shelters has been completed in the newest settlement of 
Adjumani, Ayilo-2. Some 200 latrines are being provided for persons with special needs.  The application of Effective 
micro-organisms (EMO) to reduce sludge and stench is ongoing at reception centres, health units and child friendly 
spaces.  Hygiene promotion is being supported by the hygiene promoters who were recruited and trained by Danish 
Refugee Council and LWF. 
 

Child Protection: UNICEF in collaboration with Government and its partner, Save the Children, is registering separated 
Children, using the Rapid Family Tracing and Reunification (Rapid FTR) tool. To date, 2,195 separated children (938 girls, 
1,257 boys) have been registered and provided foster or alternative care services in Adjumani, Arua and Kiryandongo 
districts. UNICEF is partnering with Save the Children, Plan International and Transcultural Psychosocial Organisation 
(TPO) to provide recreational and psychosocial support in 22 Child Friendly Spaces (CFS) in three Districts with an 
additional four adolescent and child friendly spaces under construction. Screening for psychosocial and other child 
protection needs is being conducted at CFS with children referred to other services as required. CFS Management 
Committees and Child Protection Committees (CPC) have been established within settlements and act as the focal point 
for identification of child protection issues. New partner, World Vision Uganda, is working with other UNICEF partners 
to roll out peace building and life skills activities targeting adolescents in Adjumani District. A total of 1,714 (861 female, 
853 male) South Sudanese refugee children under the age of five who were born in Uganda and those born after 
December 2013 were registered in Adjumani district with support from UNICEF. 
 

Education in Emergencies: The education institutions and centres have been closed in December 2014 - January 2015 
due to the official annual break time. In February, the services resumed in newly established ten ECD/CFS by Save the 
Children and Plan International. In addition UNICEF is also supporting nine centres that had already been established by 
both Plan and Save the Children. During the break, primary school construction of 104 classrooms in eight selected 
primary schools has been taking place in Kiryandongo, Arua and Adjumani. The new facilities were not ready by the 
beginning of the school year but are progressing well and will be completed by March. UNICEF is planning to provide 
bicycles to teachers from host and community primary schools and caregivers of the ECD centres in the settlements to 
ease their movement to and from school as most of the teachers commute from outside the settlements.  Establishment 
of ECD centres is in progress and tents erected.    
 

Communications for Development (C4D)  
 

The U-report emergency dashboard informs of refugee and host communities reports on the quality of service delivery 
in the settlement camps and this helps to determine urgent needs of the communities. The use of Rapid FTR assists in 
the reunification process of families involuntarily separated as they fled to Uganda. Refugees are also benefiting from 
the ongoing UNICEF Polio mass campaign. Radio key messages for breastfeeding, nutrition, maternal health and WASH 
were aired on all local stations to mobilize people to take advantage of available services and other precautionary 
messages for their benefit. UNICEF and partners continue to explore opportunities for community mobilization, capacity 
building amongst communications implementing partners and organized coordination for communications in the 
settlements. 
 

Supply and Logistics  
 

UNICEF provided humanitarian supplies to several NGOs and UN agencies during the reporting period to complement 
social services delivery. WASH supplies, including water pipes and 8,000 cartons of soap were delivered to UNHCR. 
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Latrine construction materials and generators for water pumps were delivered to NGOs in Arua and Adjumani. Additional 
therapeutic food supplies was distributed to the three main refugee influx districts. Warehouse operations were 
improved by moving more supplies to the UNICEF Gulu warehouse, closer to the area of operation and key implementing 
partners. The warehouse restructuring project also achieved a significant cost reduction of nearly 50 per cent. 
 

Media and External Communication  
 

UNICEF Uganda has provided local and international news media with background information on the influx of refugees, 
including facts about the interventions for women and children. Media engaged included CNN online, France TV, BBC 
Swahili, Xhinua, and Xhinua TV. The New Vision, Daily Monitor, and The Observer newspapers and over 20 radio stations 
were also provided with information on the prevailing situation. UNICEF Communications staff have visited the refugee 
affected areas to document the stories of refugee children and women. Examples of stories published include “Refugee 
community schools provided children with an opportunity to learn”, “Using Rapid FTR- young Ayom is reunited with family 
after war”, “UNICEF supports education of South Sudan refugee children” and “A Community School for the South Sudanese 
Refugees in Adjumani District”. 
 

Security  
 

Overall, the security situation in Adjumani, Kiryandongo and Arua remains low risk as per United Nations Department of 
Safety and Security. The Uganda Police and military have increased their presence throughout the area to make sure law 
enforcement officials are available to address any issues that might arise. There is continued to be tension around the 
allocation of land to refugees, but the Office of the Prime Minister has taken a proactive approach to navigating these 
challenges. Uganda is rated medium risk by the United Nations Department of Safety and Security.  
 

Funding 
 

UNICEF wishes to express its deep gratitude to all donors for the contributions (US$3,383,952) that have been carried 
over from 2014 and have made the current response possible. UNICEF would especially like to thank National 
Committees and donors who have contributed ‘unearmarked’ funding. ‘Unearmarked’ funding gives UNICEF essential 
flexibility to direct resources and ensure the delivery of life-saving supplies and interventions to where they are needed 
most – especially in the form of longer-term and predictable funding and in strengthening preparedness and resilience 
building targeting population in areas such as KaramoJa. Continued donor support is critical for scaling up the response.  
 

Funding Requirements (as defined in Humanitarian Appeal of HAC 2015 for a period of 12months 

Appeal Sector 

      Funding gap 

Requirements 

($) 

Funds received 

against the 

appeal ($) 

Funds carried 

over from 2014 

($) 

    

      $ % 

WASH 8,735,225   456,657 8,278,568 95 

Education 5,292,990   860,602 4,432,388 84 

Nutrition and Health 17,141,029   1,158,589 15,982,440 93 

Child Protection 4,942,596   174,047 4,768,549 96 

Programme Support     734,057     

Total 36,111,839   3,383,952 32,727,887 92 

 

 
UNICEF Uganda webpage:   www.unicef.org/uganda  
UNICEF Uganda Twitter:   www.twitter.com/UNICEFUganda  
UNICEF Uganda Facebook:   www.facebook.com/unicefuganda  
UNICEF Uganda on Youtube:  www.youtube.com/user/UNICEFUganda  

http://www.unicef.org/uganda/media_15700.html  
http://www.unicef.org/uganda/media_15701.html  
http://www.unicef.org/uganda/media_15309.html  
http://youtu.be/ptFjS5d69WU  
http://youtu.be/N1T9B1nUDYw  
http://youtu.be/NHP3XNcHHmk  

 

 
 

Who to 
contact for 
further 
information: 

Aida Girma  
Representative,  
UNICEF Uganda  
Tel: +256 417 171 010  
Email: agirma@unicef.org 

Gerry Dyer  
Chief, Field Coord & Emergency  
UNICEF Uganda  
Tel: +256 7171 7450  
Email: pdyer@unicef.org 

 
Boiketho Murima 
Emergency Specialist,  
UNICEF Uganda  
Tel: +256 794 701 220 
Email: bmurima@unicef.org 
 

http://www.unicef.org/uganda
http://www.twitter.com/UNICEFUganda
http://www.facebook.com/unicefuganda
http://www.youtube.com/user/UNICEFUganda
http://www.unicef.org/uganda/media_15700.html
http://www.unicef.org/uganda/media_15701.html
http://www.unicef.org/uganda/media_15309.html
http://youtu.be/ptFjS5d69WU
http://youtu.be/N1T9B1nUDYw
http://youtu.be/NHP3XNcHHmk
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Annex A 
 

SUMMARY OF PROGRAMME RESULTS 

 
 

PROGRAMME TARGETS AND RESULTS in 2014 
UNICEF 

2014 
Target* 

 
UNICEF 2014 

Results 

HEALTH AND NUTRITION 

Children (refugees and host communities) with SAM provided appropriate 
treatment and care Refugees and 

affected 
communities 

18,976** 13,200 

Children under 5 years vaccinated against measles 63,000 267,974 

Children under 5 years vaccinated against polio  183,997 

Children under 5 years access vitamin-A supplementation and deworming  63,000 42,976 

Children under 5 years access vitamin-A supplementation and deworming 
Karamoja 

237,840 201,450 

Pregnant/lactating women receive iron/folate supplementation 9,152 7,424 

WATER, SANITATION AND HYGIENE 

People benefitting from access to safe water and hygiene messaging Refugees, affected 
communities and 
Karamoja 

210,000 145,000 

Schoolchildren benefiting from WASH-in-schools programmes 10,500 8,000 

Schoolchildren with access to water and good sanitation and hygiene facilities Refugees, affected 
communities and 
Karamoja 
 

10,000 6,000 

Schoolchildren benefitting from odourless, clean, fly-free and hygienic latrines with 
the application of effective microorganisms 

hh  
100,000 40,000 

 

100,000 95,000 

CHILD PROTECTION 

Unaccompanied and separated children receiving family tracing and reunification 
support as well as interim care arrangements. 

Refugee and 
affected 
communities 

6,300 2,500 

Affected refugee and host community children (2,500 Congolese and 16,500 South 
Sudanese) with access to psychosocial support 

19,000 22,700 

Children affected by natural disasters, migration and conflict benefit from 
strengthened child protection mechanisms. (Key Child Protection mechanisms 
strengthened for 21,300 children, refugee and children affected by natural disasters 
and conflict in Karamoja populations, including 4,000 Congolese refugee children, 
15,000 South Sudanese refugee children both in-transit and in settlements, and 
2,300 living in Karamoja.) 

Refugees, affected 
communities and 
Karamoja 

21,300 26,000 

EDUCATION 

School-aged children have access to emergency education and early childhood 
development services 

Refugees, affected 
communities and 
Karamoja 
 

158,000 51,000 


